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The Art of Edwin 
Torres 

 

Lesson Description 
A single photo is worth a thousand words. Join 
Bronx-based photographer Edwin J. Torres as he 
explains how photography helps him express himself. Then, BxCM Arts Program Manager Chris Gomez 
will demonstrate how to take your own photographs using a SmartPhone or tablet. 
 

Video Link:  www.bronxchildrensmuseum.org/nbx-arts 
 

Age/Grade  7-9  years old; 1st-3rd Grade 
 

Time to complete activity  Total Time: 35-45 minutes 
● Before You Watch: 10 minutes 
● Video Length: approx. 14 minutes 
● After You Watch: 10-20 minutes 

 

Learning Outcomes  Children will: 
● Develop skills in composition and photography. 
● Develop visual arts vocabulary to describe concepts and 

ideas associated with taking a photograph. 
● Learn to operate and edit photographs using a digital 

camera. 

Blueprints for the Arts 
Standards 

● Art-Making: Painting & Drawing 
○ Benchmark: Through an exploration of art 

materials and techniques, students exercise 
imagination, construct meanings, and depict their 
experiences; work in two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional art forms, use basic art tools, 
and gain knowledge of media and compositional 
elements. 

● Arts Literacy 
○ Benchmark: Students hone observation skills and 

discuss works of art; develop visual arts 
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Tips for Success 
❏ Watch the film on your own before showing it to children; identify any words or images that 

may require additional information or explanation. 
❏ Stop the video or replay certain moments to allow for questions or comments from the 

children.  
 
 

Before You Watch… 

vocabulary to describe art making, the tools and 
techniques used to produce art, and the elements 
and principles of design; read and write about art 
to reinforce literacy skills; interpret artwork by 
providing evidence to support assertions; reflect 
on the process of making art. 

 

Materials  ❏ Digital Camera (Cellular Phone, Tablet, or a Webcam)  

Vocabulary  ● Self-portrait: a work of art which one creates of oneself 
● Photograph: A picture made by a camera. 
● Edit: To change or correct something. 
● Silhouette: The shape or outline of something. 
● Horizontal/Landscape: Positioned from side to side rather 

than up and down. 
● Vertical/Portrait: Positioned up and down rather than from 

side to side. 

Do  ❏ Make sure each child has a camera: this could be a SmartPhone, tablet, or 
webcam on their laptop. 

❏ If children are participating remotely, make sure they have the materials they 
need to participate. 

Discuss  Choose a few questions from the list below to ask your children. Keeping your 
questions open-ended will get your children speaking more and allow them to 
express themselves more than a simple “yes or no” question. Offer your own 
answer to the question as a way to model conversation! 

● Does your family ever take photos for special occasions? What occasions? A 
birthday, a holiday, or some other time? 

● Does a self portrait have to be a “selfie”? What other things can represent 
you? 
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After You Watch… 

 
 

   

● What parts of your personality or identity do you wish others could see when 
they look at you? In other words, what do you want the world to know about 
you? 

● What makes you, YOU? How are you different or similar to other kids your 
age? 

● If you could take a photograph that shows who you are, or that shows your 
community, what photograph would you take? Why? 

Share  Remind children that doing the project takes time! Watch the video first, and do 
the project after. 

Extend  Learn more about Edwin J. Torres by going to his website 
www.edwintorrespf.com. 

Do  ❏ Children should decide if they want to take a picture of themselves or a still life 
in order to express themselves.  

❏ Children should collect props around their classroom or home to pose with or 
compose. 

Discuss  Select a few questions to ask children about their experiences taking their 
self-portraits 

● How does Edwin J Torres’ work make you feel? 
● What objects, colors, or symbols did you add to your photograph and why? 
● What do you want the world to know about you through your photograph? 
● What edits did you make to your photograph after you took it? Why? 

Share  ● Ask children to explain the process of creating their projects in sequential 
order: “First I did this...then I did this…” 

● Ask children to share their drawings with others (via live meet-ups, Google 
classroom, FlipGrid, etc.). Encourage each child to give comments on one 
thing they liked or would like to see more of. 

Extend  Create your own photobook for the class to look through by printing out the 
student’s self portraits and binding them together.  
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Share your Artwork! 
Share your class’ work with BxCM! Collect your self portraits or make a video of the children showing 
and talking about their work.  
 
Upload your photos here: www.bronxchildrensmuseum.org/artwork-upload. 

 

For more information, contact: 
Nicole Wallace, Director of Education at nicole@bronxchildrensmuseum.org. 
 
 
Funding for Nature of the Bronx was provided in part by the New York State Council on the Arts, with the support 
of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature. 
 

 


